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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of the Application 

Claims 43,45-47,50-66, 68,70-72, 75-91,93-95,99-101,103, 104, 106-108, 110-116, 
and 120-123 have been examined in this application. This communication is a Final Office 
Action in response to the "Communication" and "Response" filed on November 11, 2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 43, 45-47, 50-66, 68, 70-72, 75-91,93-95, 99-101, 103, 104, 106-108, 110-116 
and 120-122 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Silverman et al, 
EP0399850 A2 (hereinafter Silverman) in view of Hartheimer et al, Pat. No. 5,305,200 
(hereinafter Hartheimer) and Bantz et al, Pat. No. 4,376,982 (hereinafter Bantz) 

With respect to claim 43, Silverman discloses a system for exchanging signals relating to 
at least a bid and an offer (see abstract), the system comprising: 
a network (unit 22) connected to workstations, units (26a) and (26b) (Fig. 1) ; 
a first workstation (unit 24a) of said workstations, said first workstation sending a first signal to 
said network signaling a bid in response to an initial offer (i.e. trader decides to enter a bid or 
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enter an offer in an effort to complete matching a transaction. Key station 24a submits bid 
transaction to central system 20)(see Fig. 6 and col. 18, lines 35-50); and 
a second workstation of said workstations, said second workstation receiving a second signal 
indicative of said bid from said network (Directed Msg. B) and sending an acknowledgment of 
said received bid to said network (Directed Msg.-Ack B)(i.e. directed 

message sent to the counterparty workstations and associated directed message acknowledgment) 
and (see Fig 6 and col. 19, lines 26-32 and lines 48-52) 

said network sending at least a third signal to said first workstation and at least a fourth signal to 
said second workstation, said at least third and said at least fourth signals indicating 
acknowledgment of said acknowledgment from said second workstation (i.e. the system 
generates directed messages to the counterparties, the associated directed message 
acknowledgments and the IXM update broadcast message 132 to all keystations 24 including 24a 
and 24b)(col. 19, lines 26-32 and col. 20, lines 3-11). 
Silverman does not explicitly disclose 

wherein at least one of said network, said first workstation and said second workstation 
determines when one of said acknowledgments has not been received during an interval. 

However, Hartheimer discloses wherein at least one of said network, said first 
workstation and said second workstation determines when one of said acknowledgments has not 
been received during an interval (i.e. requester's workstation does not receive ... message from 
quoter's workstation within a predetermined time ...)(Fig. 6 and col. 7, lines 29-37). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to 
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include wherein at least one of said network, said first workstation and said second workstation 
determines when one of said acknowledgments has not been received during an interval as 
disclosed by Hartheimer within the Silverman system for the motivation of guaranteeing delivery 
of digital messages in a network particularly in trading systems (col. 6, lines 41-61). 
Silverman and Hartheimer do not explicitly disclose 

said second workstation having a confirmation timer for measuring the time elapsed from 
reception of said second signal or from sending acknowledgement until the second workstation 
receives the third signal, the third signal comprising a confirmed trade signal . 

However, Bantz discloses a confirmation timer at the second workstation for measuring 
the time elapsed from sending the match acknowledgement from the second workstation to the 
host until the second workstation receives a confirmed trade data message from the host 
confirming receipt of the match acknowledgement from the second workstation (col. 1, line 53 - 
col. 2, line 2). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
Applicant's invention to include said second workstation having a confirmation timer for 
measuring the time elapsed from reception of said second signal or from sending 
acknowledgement until the second workstation receives the third signal, the third signal 
comprising a confirmed transaction signal as disclosed by Bantz within the Silverman and 
Hartheimer combination for the motivation of not requiring special features in a communications 
system especially between requestors and responders (col. 1, lines 7-1 1 and col. 2, lines 3-11). 

Silverman, Hartheimer and Bantz do not teach that the workstations communicate which 
each other using data messages, however, this feature is well known in the art as evidenced by 
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Puerzer (Figure 2 and Col. 6, Ln. 1-11). At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious 
for one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the combined method/system/device of 
Silverman, Hartheimer and Bantz with the aforementioned teachings from Puerzer with the 
motivation of enhancing the speed at which data was accepted and acknowledged, as recited in 
Puerzer (Col. 4, Ln. 15-27). 

With respect to claim 45, Silverman discloses the system according to claim 43, further 
comprising at least one storage node for recording the completion of a purchase relating to said 
bid (i.e. order database 1 14 and 1 16)(col. 16, lines 25-39). 

With respect to claim 46, Silverman discloses the system according to claim 43. 
Silverman does not explicitly disclose wherein prior to the transmission of said first signal by 
said first workstation, said second workstation transmits said initial offer to said network. 

However, Silverman does disclose a user of a first workstation decides to enter a bid or 
enter an offer in an effort to complete matching a transaction (col. 6, lines 61-63). Since the 
system matches the bid or offer of the user of the first workstation with the initial bid or offer of 
the second workstation, the user of the first workstation could have entered a bid or offer in 
response to the initial bid or offer of the user of the second workstation. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to include wherein 
prior to the transmission of said first signal by said first workstation, said second workstation 
transmits said initial offer to said network within the Silverman system since the first workstation 
submits a bid or response in an effort to complete a matching transaction (col. 8, lines 15-18). 
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With respect to claim 47, Silverman does not explicitly disclose the system according to 
claim 46, said network generating and transmitting an acknowledgment of said initial bid to said 
second workstation. 

However, Silverman does disclose the network generating and transmitting an 
acknowledgment of the first workstation sending a first signal to said network signaling a bid in 
response to an initial offer (see Fig. 6, CMD-ACK 122). The purpose of the acknowledgment 
signal is for the network to acknowledge receipt of a transaction signal from the first workstation 
(col. 8, lines 42-45). Although Silverman does not explicitly disclose a command 
acknowledgment of the initial transactional signal from the second workstation, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to include the 
system according to claim 46, said network generating and transmitting an acknowledgment of 
said initial bid to said second workstation within Silverman in order to acknowledge receipt of a 
transactional message from the second workstation (col. 10, lines 27-31). 

With respect to claim 50, Silverman and Hartheimer do not explicitly disclose the system 
according to claim 43, wherein said second workstation further comprises: 
a storage unit for storing an indication that a purchase relating to said bid was not completed 
upon the elapsed time measured by said confirmation timer exceeding a predetermined 
confirmation timeout period. 

However, Hartheimer discloses a storage unit for storing an indication that a purchase 
relating to said bid was not completed upon the elapsed time measured by said confirmation 
timer exceeding a predetermined confirmation timeout period (i.e. electronic transaction log)(col. 
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3, lines 42-50 and col. 7, lines 12-65). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of Applicant's invention to include a storage unit for storing an indication that a 
purchase relating to said bid was not completed upon the elapsed time measured by said 
confirmation timer exceeding a predetermined confirmation timeout period as disclosed by 
Hartheimer within the Silverman system for the motivation of guaranteeing delivery of digital 
messages in a network particularly in trading systems (col. 6, lines 41-61). 

With respect to claim 5 1 , Silverman does not explicitly disclose 
a display for displaying a late confirmation was received upon said second workstation receiving 
said third signal after said predetermined confirmation timeout period has expired for 
said purchase. 

However, Hartheimer discloses a display for displaying a late confirmation was received 
upon said second workstation receiving said third signal after said predetermined confirmation 
timeout period has expired for said purchase (i.e. electronic transaction log which can be 
printed)((col. 3, lines 42-50 and col. 7, lines 12-65). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to include a display for displaying a 
late confirmation was received upon said second workstation receiving said third signal after said 
predetermined confirmation timeout period has expired for said purchase as disclosed by 
Hartheimer within the Silverman system for the motivation of guaranteeing delivery of digital 
messages in a network particularly in trading systems (col. 6, lines 41-61). 

With respect to claim 52, Silverman discloses the system according to claim 43, wherein 
said network further comprises: 
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a computer for matching bids and offers from said workstations in accordance with 
predetermined matching criteria (i.e. the central system 20 validates the transaction request and 
attempts to find matches between this new entry and other bids and offers posted in the system 
book subject to counterparty credit limits)(col. 8, lines 29-37). 

With respect to claim 53, Silverman does not explicitly disclose 
an acknowledgment timer for measuring the time elapsed from reception of said first signal by 
said network from said first workstation until reception of said acknowledgment by said network 
from said second workstation; and a storage unit for storing an indication that a purchase was not 
acknowledged upon the elapsed time measured by said acknowledgment timer exceeding a 
predetermined acknowledgment timeout period. 

However, Hartheimer discloses an acknowledgment timer for measuring the time elapsed 
from reception of said first signal by said network from said first workstation until reception of 
said acknowledgment by said network from said second workstation (i.e. requester's workstation 
does not receive ... message from quoter's workstation within a predetermined time ...)(Fig. 6 
and col. 7, lines 29-37). Hartheimer further discloses a storage unit for storing an indication that 
a purchase was not acknowledged upon the elapsed time measured by said acknowledgment 
timer exceeding a predetermined acknowledgment timeout period (i.e. electronic transaction 
log)(col. 3, lines 42-50 and col. 7, lines 12-65) . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to include an acknowledgment timer for 
measuring the time elapsed from reception of said first signal by said network from said first 
workstation until reception of said acknowledgment by said network from said second 
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workstation; and a storage unit for storing an indication that a purchase was not acknowledged 
upon the elapsed time measured by said acknowledgment timer exceeding a predetermined 
acknowledgment timeout 

period as disclosed by Hartheimer within the Silverman system for the motivation of 
guaranteeing delivery of digital messages in a network particularly in trading systems (col. 6, 
lines 41-61). 

With respect to claim 54, Silverman discloses a method for acknowledging the receipt 
signals relating to bids and offers in an electronic trading system, said electronic trading system 
including a network and at least first and second workstations coupled to a network (see abstract 
and Fig. 6), the method comprising the steps of: 

sending an offer from the first workstation to the network in response to an initial bid (i.e. 
trader decides to enter a bid or enter an offer in an effort to complete matching a transaction. Key 
station 24a submits bid transaction to central system 20)(see Fig. 6 and col. 18, lines 35-50); 
receiving the offer from said network at the second workstation (i.e. directed Msg. B 128)(Fig. 

6); 

sending from the second workstation to said network an acknowledgment of the receipt 
of the offer (i.e. Directed Msg.-Ack. B)(Fig. 6); and 

sending from the network to the first and second workstations an indication that the 
network acknowledges the acknowledgment from said second workstation (i.e. Broadcast Msg. 
132)(Fig. 6). 

Silverman does not explicitly disclose 
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determining when said indication that the network acknowledges the acknowledgment from said 
second workstation has not been received during an interval. 

However, Hartheimer discloses determining when at least one of said acknowledgments 
has not been received during an interval (i.e. requester's workstation does not receive ... message 
from quoter's workstation within a predetermined time ...)(Fig. 6 and col. 7, lines 29-37). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to 
include determining when said indication that the network acknowledges the acknowledgment 
form said second workstation has not been received during an interval as disclosed by 
Hartheimer within the Silverman system for the motivation of guaranteeing delivery of digital 
messages in a network particularly in trading systems (col. 6, lines 41-61). 

Silverman and Hartheimer do not explicitly disclose 

receiving from the host an indication that the host acknowledges the acknowledgement 
from the second workstation. 

However, Bantz discloses a confirmation timer at the second workstation for measuring 
the time elapsed from sending the match acknowledgement from the second workstation to the 
host until the second workstation receives a confirmed trade data message from the host 
confirming receipt of the match acknowledgement from the second workstation (col. 1, line 53 - 
col. 2, line 2). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
Applicant's invention to include said second workstation having a confirmation timer for 
measuring the time elapsed from reception of said second signal or from sending 
acknowledgement until the second workstation receives the third signal, the third signal 
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comprising a confirmed transaction signal as disclosed by Bantz within the Silverman and 
Hartheimer combination for the motivation of not requiring special features in a communications 
system especially between requestors and responders (col. 1, lines 7-1 1 and col. 2, lines 3-11). 

Silverman, Hartheimer and Bantz do not teach that the workstations communicate which 
each other using data messages, however, this feature is well known in the art as evidenced by 
Puerzer (Figure 2 and Col. 6, Ln. 1-11). At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious 
for one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the combined method/system/device of 
Silverman, Hartheimer and Bantz with the aforementioned teachings from Puerzer with the 
motivation of enhancing the speed at which data was accepted and acknowledged, as recited in 
Puerzer (Col. 4, Ln. 15-27). 

With respect to claim 55, Silverman does not explicitly disclose the method according to 
claim 54, further comprising the steps of: 
Silverman does not explicitly disclose 

receiving an acknowledgment of the initial bid from the network at the second workstation. 

However, Silverman does disclose the network generating and transmitting an 
acknowledgment of the first workstation sending a first signal to said network signaling a bid in 
response to an initial offer (see Fig. 6, CMD-ACK 122). The purpose of the acknowledgment 
signal is for the network to acknowledge receipt of a transaction signal from the first workstation 
(col. 10, lines 27-31). Although Silverman does not explicitly disclose a command 
acknowledgment of the initial transactional signal from the second workstation, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to include the 
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system according to claim 46, said network generating and transmitting an acknowledgment of 
said initial bid to said second workstation within Silverman in order to acknowledge receipt of a 
transactional message from the second workstation (col. 10, lines 27-31). 

With respect to claim 59, Silverman discloses a computer-readable medium having 
computer-executable instructions for performing steps (see abstract, Fig. 1 and Fig. 6) 



receiving at a networked processor an offer from a first workstation in response to an initial bid 
(i.e. trader decides to enter a bid or enter an offer in an effort to complete matching a transaction. 
Key station 24a submits bid transaction to central system 20)(see Fig. 6 and col. 18, lines 35-50); 
sending the offer from the networked processor to a second workstation (i.e. directed Msg. B 
128)(Fig. 6); and 

sending from the networked processor to the first and second workstations an indication that the 
networked processor received the acknowledgment of the transaction (i.e. Broadcast Msg. 
132)(Fig. 6). 

Silverman does not explicitly disclose 

receiving an alarm from one of said workstations notifying said networked processor that said 
indication that the networked processor received the acknowledgment was not received by one of 
the workstations during an interval. 

However, Hartheimer discloses receiving an alarm from one of said workstations that the 
acknowledgment was not received by one of the workstations during an interval ((i.e. requester's 



comprising: 



Application: 09/010,919 



Paper No. 20081213 



Art Unit: 3686 



Page 13 



workstation does not receive ... message from quoter's workstation within a predetermined time 
...)(Fig. 6 and col. 7, lines 29-37). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of Applicant's invention to include receiving an alarm from one of said workstations 
notifying said networked processor that said indication that the networked processor received the 
acknowledgment was not received by one of the workstations during an interval as disclosed by 
Hartheimer within the Silverman system for the motivation of guaranteeing delivery of digital 
messages in a network particularly in trading systems (col. 6, lines 41-61). 

Silverman and Hartheimer do not explicitly disclose 
receiving at the networked processor from the second workstation an acknowledgment of a 
transaction based on the offer from the second workstation at the networked processor . 

However, Bantz discloses a confirmation timer at the second workstation for measuring 
the time elapsed from sending the match acknowledgement from the second workstation to the 
host until the second workstation receives a confirmed trade data message from the host 
confirming receipt of the match acknowledgement from the second workstation (col. 1, line 53 - 
col. 2, line 2). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
Applicant's invention to include said second workstation having a confirmation timer for 
measuring the time elapsed from reception of said second signal or from sending 
acknowledgement until the second workstation receives the third signal, the third signal 
comprising a confirmed transaction signal as disclosed by Bantz within the Silverman and 
Hartheimer combination for the motivation of not requiring special features in a communications 
system especially between requestors and responders (col. 1, lines 7-1 1 and col. 2, lines 3-11). 
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Silverman, Hartheimer and Bantz do not teach that the workstations communicate which 
each other using data messages, however, this feature is well known in the art as evidenced by 
Puerzer (Figure 2 and Col. 6, Ln. 1-11). At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious 
for one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the combined method/system/device of 
Silverman, Hartheimer and Bantz with the aforementioned teachings from Puerzer with the 
motivation of enhancing the speed at which data was accepted and acknowledged, as recited in 
Puerzer (Col. 4, Ln. 15-27). 

Silverman, Hartheimer and Bantz do not teach that the workstations communicate which 
each other using data messages, however, this feature is well known in the art as evidenced by 
Puerzer (Figure 2 and Col. 6, Ln. 1-11). At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious 
for one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the combined method/system/device of 
Silverman, Hartheimer and Bantz with the aforementioned teachings from Puerzer with the 
motivation of enhancing the speed at which data was accepted and acknowledged, as recited in 
Puerzer (Col. 4, Ln. 15-27). 

With respect to claim 60, Silverman does not explicitly disclose the computer-readable 
medium of claim 59 having further computer-executable instructions for performing the 
following steps: 

receiving at the networked processor the initial bid from the second workstation. However, 
Silverman does disclose a user of a first workstation decides to enter a bid or enter an offer in an 
effort to complete matching a transaction (col. 8, lines 15-18). Since the system matches the bid 
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or offer of the user of the first workstation with the initial bid or offer of the second workstation, 
the user of the first workstation could have entered a bid or offer in response to the initial bid or 
offer of the user of the second workstation. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of Applicant's invention to include receiving at the networked processor the 
initial bid from the second workstation within the Silverman system since the first workstation 
submits a bid or response in an effort to complete a matching transaction (col. 8, lines 15-18). 
Silverman does not explicitly disclose 

sending an acknowledgment of the initial bid from the networked processor to the second 
workstation. 

However, Silverman does disclose the network generating and transmitting an acknowledgment 
of the first workstation sending a first signal to said network signaling a bid in response to an 
initial offer (see Fig. 6, CMD-ACK 122). The purpose of the acknowledgment signal is for the 
network to acknowledge receipt of a transaction signal from the first workstation (col. 10, lines 
27-31). Although Silverman does not explicitly disclose a command acknowledgment of the 
initial transactional signal from the second workstation, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to include the system according to 
claim 46, said network generating and transmitting an acknowledgment of said initial bid to said 
second workstation within Silverman in order to acknowledge receipt of a transactional message 
from the second workstation (col. 10, lines 27-31). 

With respect to claim 62, Silverman discloses a first workstation participating in the exchange of 
signals, the signals including at least a bid and an offer, the first workstation connected to a 
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network, said network connected to at least a second workstation (see abstract and Fig. 1), said 
first workstation comprising: 

a receiver unit 24a for receiving an initial offer (i.e. trader can decide whether to enter a bid or 
enter an offer in an effort to complete matching a transaction) (see Fig. 6 and col. 8, lines 15-25); 
a processor unit 20 for processing said initial offer (col. 8, lines 29-37); 

an output for outputting a first signal to said network, said first signal signaling a bid in response 
to said initial offer (i.e. trader decides to enter a bid or enter an offer in an effort to complete 
matching a transaction. Key station 24a submits bid transaction to central system 20)(see Fig. 6 
and col. 18, lines 35-50); 

said receiver also receiving a second signal wherein said second signal indicates the 
acknowledgment of a receipt of said first signal by said second workstation (i.e. Broadcast Msg 
132)(Fig. 6). 

Silverman does not explicitly disclose 

a confirmation timer for measuring time elapsed from said workstation receiving a match 
notification signal or sending a match acknowledgement signal until said workstation receives a 
corresponding different trade confirmation signal and an unconfirmed trade signal when said 
acknowledgment was not received during an interval. However, Hartheimer discloses a 
confirmation timer for measuring time elapsed from said workstation receiving or sending one of 
specific signals until said workstation receives a corresponding different one of specific signals 
and a third signal when said acknowledgment was not received during an interval (i.e. 
requester's workstation does not receive ... message from quoter's workstation within a 
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predetermined time ...)(Fig. 6 and col. 7, lines 29-37). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to include a confirmation timer for 
measuring time elapsed from said workstation receiving or sending one of specific signals until 
said workstation receives a corresponding different one of specific signals and a third signal 
when said acknowledgment was not received during an interval as disclosed by Hartheimer 
within the Silverman system for the motivation of guaranteeing delivery of digital messages in a 
network particularly in trading systems (col. 6, lines 41-61). Furthermore, Bantz discloses a 
confirmation timer for measuring time elapsed from said workstation receiving a match 
notification signal or sending a match acknowledgement signal until said workstation receives a 
corresponding different trade confirmation signal, and an unconfirmed trade signal when said 
acknowledgment was not received during an interval (col. 1, line 53- col. 2, line 2). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to 
include a confirmation timer for measuring time elapsed from said workstation receiving a match 
notification signal or sending a match acknowledgement signal until said workstation receives a 
corresponding different trade confirmation signal, and an unconfirmed trade signal when said 
acknowledgment was not received during an interval as disclosed by Bantz within the Silverman 
and Hartheimer combination for the motivation of not requiring special features in a 
communications system especially between requestors and responders (col. 1, lines 7-11 and col. 
2, lines 3-11). 

Silverman, Hartheimer and Bantz do not teach that the workstations communicate which 
each other using data messages, however, this feature is well known in the art as evidenced by 
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Puerzer (Figure 2 and Col. 6, Ln. 1-11). At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious 
for one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the combined method/system/device of 
Silverman, Hartheimer and Bantz with the aforementioned teachings from Puerzer with the 
motivation of enhancing the speed at which data was accepted and acknowledged, as recited in 
Puerzer (Col. 4, Ln. 15-27). 

Claims 63-66, 68, 70-72, 75-91, 93-95, 99-101, 103, 104, 106-108, 110-116, and 121-123 
are similar in scope to claims 43, 45-47, and 50-62 and are rejected on the same basis. 



Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments regarding the pending claims filed March 8, 2007 have 
been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

(1) Applicants argue that the Silverman patent reference does not qualify as prior art 
against the instant claims because it is commonly owned and therefore this reference does not 
preclude patentability. However, the Office would like to point out that to overcome a reference 
under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) by showing that the reference is commonly owned by the same inventive 
entity as the instant patent application either a terminal disclaimer must be filed or an oath or 
declaration stating that both the patent application and the patent used as a prior art reference are 
currently owned by the same party and that the inventor named in the application is the prior 
inventor under 35 U.S.C. 104. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vivek Koppikar, whose telephone number is (571) 272-5109. 
The examiner can normally be reached from Monday to Friday between 8 AM and 4:30 PM. 

If any attempt to reach the examiner by telephone is unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jerry O'Connor, can be reached at (571) 272-6787. The fax telephone numbers for 
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this group are either (571) 273-8300 or (703) 872-9326 (for official communications including 
After Final communications labeled "Box AF"). 

Another resource that is available to applicants is the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR). Information regarding the status of an application can be obtained from the 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either 
Private PAIR or Public PAX. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, please feel 
free to contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Sincerely, 

Vivek Koppikar /VK/ 
12/29/2008 



/Gerald J. O'Connor/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 3686 



